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Course Objective
At the end of this block of instruction, the student will be able 

to achieve the following objectives in accordance with the 
information received during the instructional period.

1.  List the nine inspection areas inspector mechanics must check during a 

safety inspection.

2.  Identify eight emission control devices installed by vehicle manufacturers.

3. Determine what emissions control devices are required on a vehicle by 

using the Emission Control System Applications Manual.

4. Calibrate and utilize a headlight aimer.

5. Calibrate and utilize a window tint meter.

6. Utilizing the safety inspection regulation manual the student shall be able 

to successfully complete a North Carolina State Safety Inspection.

7. Achieve a score of 80% or higher on a Division approved written exam.



There are approximately 37,883 certified Inspection

Mechanics performing state safety inspections at over

5,871 Official Inspection Stations in North Carolina. These

inspections, when performed properly, help ensure the

safety of vehicles traveling upon our highways by removing

unsafe motor vehicles. These unsafe vehicles may not

renew their registration until the identified deficiencies are

corrected. If these inspections were not required, drivers

could be operating vehicles upon the roads and highways

of our state with potential hazards that could jeopardize the

safety of themselves and fellow motorists. To prevent this,

the State of North Carolina enacted legislation in 1964

requiring motor vehicles registered in this state to be

inspected for safety equipment compliance on an annual

basis.



Inspection Fees
Â The fee for performing an inspection of a vehicle applies 

when an inspection is performed, regardless of whether the 

vehicle passes the inspection. The fee for an electronic 

inspection authorization applies when an electronic 

inspection authorization is issued to a vehicle.

Â Type Inspection Authorization Total

Â S/I $12.75 $ .85 $13.60

Â I/M $23.75 $6.25 $30.00

Â The fee for inspecting after-factory tinted windows shall be 

ten dollars ($10.00), and the fee applies only to an 

inspection performed with a light meter after a safety 

inspection mechanic determined that the window had 

after-factory tint.



Inspection-Mechanic

To obtain certification to perform North Carolina 

Safety Inspections the prospective technician must:

ÂHave successfully completed an eight hour course 

approved by the Division.

ÂHave a valid driverõs license.

ÂBe of good character and have a reputation for 

honesty.

ÂNote: The license of a Safety Inspector-Mechanic 

expires every 4 years.  
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PRE-INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS

Â Have all occupants leave the vehicle

Â Ask the driver for a registration card and confirm the 

VIN matches the vehicle being inspected.

ÂIf the vehicle does not have a license plate, ònoneó shall 

be indicated. If inspected for a dealership, the dealer 

license number shall be indicated. Enter Dealer # 

followed by òDó

Â Note: Vehicles may be inspected up to 90 days but not 

to exceed 90 days prior to the registration expiration. 


